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Cognitive linguistics is a modern approach
and a cognitive extension of linguistics. It
explores the relationship between language
and the mind, and the mechanisms by which
the human brain generates knowledge and
language. Among its most prominent pioneers
are George Lakoff, Ray Jackendoff, and
Ronald LanGacker.

It is Particularly concerned with the
mchanisms of mental processing and
Intelligence in general, as it studies language
at all its levels, including syntax.

The initial inklings of cognitive grammar
emerged with Ronald Langacker in the mid -
1970s. Grammarians in this field sought to
emulate the human mind in language as a tool
for interpreting grammatical phenomena and
structures at the level of discourse context,
and how these are transmitted from speaker
to the mind of the listener and perceived by
them .

While early Arab grammarians did not
arrive at the concept of cognitive grammar as
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we know it today, they left traces indicating its
features. For example, Sibawayh addressed
grammatical phenomena, sentence structures,
their meanings, and their functions at the
sentence level only.

Congitive grammar, however, transcends
the boundaries of classical grammar,
Interpreting these grammatical structures and
the mental concepts that arise from them.

Sibawayh and Langacker shared many
grammatical points, including: the subject and
predicate, the verb, the agent and the object,
reference, and the markers of definiteness
and iIndefiniteness, and conjunction.
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