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Abstract:

Electronic advertising via Instagram is considered one of the most prominent

marketing tools that shape the relationship between brands and consumers. It is no longer just



a means of disseminating information about products and services, but rather a major driver

that directly influences purchasing decisions.

This study aims to explore how electronic advertising affects the purchasing decisions of
Instagram users. It also seeks to understand the credibility of influencers and how it impacts
purchasing decisions, whether consumer need for the product aids in decision-making, and to
identify the key factors influencing purchasing decisions.

Accordingly, this study poses a central problem that results in a set of research questions, the
main one being:

How does electronic advertising influence the purchasing decisions of Instagram users among
students at Chadli Bendjedid University — El Tarf?

To address this central question, the following sub-questions were derived:

Does the credibility of influencers on Instagram affect the purchasing decisions of students at
Chadli Bendjedid University — EI Tarf?

Does the consumer’s need for a product assist in making a purchasing decision among
students at Chadli Bendjedid University — El Tarf?

What are the factors influencing purchasing decisions among students at Chadli Bendjedid
University — El Tarf?

This study relied on a stratified random sample of Master's students in the Department of
Social and Human Sciences, majoring in Communication Sociology, at Chadli Bendjedid
University — El Tarf. The sample consisted of 35 students. A descriptive methodology was
adopted, using observation and questionnaires to collect and distribute data among the
participants.

The study arrived at the following findings:

The majority of students spend more than two hours browsing Instagram, due to its ease of
use and the features it offers. Most students follow influencers, and these influencers affect
their purchasing behavior through their associations with well-known brands. As a result,
most students trust these influencers’ recommendations and affirm their credibility.

The study also found that students’ need for specific products motivates them to make
purchases. That is, they base their purchasing decisions on their actual needs and avoid
buying unnecessary products, regardless of the brand. Electronic ads sometimes fulfill these
needs and thus aid them in their decision-making process.

Furthermore, the study revealed that students are exposed to electronic advertisements while

browsing Instagram, and that they tend to consume products as a result of these exposures.



This is due to the impact of ads and the attractive elements they contain—such as sound,
visuals, and the relevance of the advertised product to their needs. Product quality was also

identified as a key factor influencing their purchasing decisions.
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