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Abstract

Folk tales are among the most important forms of oral heritage, reflecting
the culture, values, and perceptions of society. Across generations, they have
contributed to preserving collective memory and transmitting customs,
traditions, and life experiences. Within this heritage, women occupy a prominent
position, appearing as central figures in the development of events and carrying

diverse social, cultural, and symbolic meanings.

Folk narratives present women through a variety of images. Some portray
wisdom, intelligence, patience, sacrifice, and generosity, while others are
associated with cunning, jealousy, and deception. These representations reflect
the perceptions and beliefs embedded in the popular imagination regarding the

roles of women within the family and society.

Women also appear as symbols of fertility, life, continuity, homeland,
land, and freedom, giving their presence dimensions that extend beyond the
narrative function to deeper cultural and symbolic significance. Such
representations reveal that the image of women in folk heritage is not fixed but
Is shaped by the cultural and social patterns that produced and transmitted these

tales.

Thus, folk tales remain a rich source for understanding society’s values,
relationships, and collective consciousness, as well as the various meanings

attached to the figure of women within popular culture.
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