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Summary

Heritage is one of the most important components of cultural identity for people, a
manifestation of their history, a witness to their civilization development, and a point of
connection between generations. Through it, one can learn about the past of peoples,
their way of life, and their way of thinking. It touches all aspects of life and includes
everything that humans can leave behind, whether tangible, such as architecture,
traditional cuisine, clothing, and many more, or intangible, such as songs, stories,
customs, and traditions. Due to the immense importance of heritage, especially in
conveying history and providing a picture of the past, French colonialism employed it to

its advantage.

They tasked Orient lists in general and military translators in particular with the mission
of researching Algerian heritage, providing all means to succeed in this task. Thus,
French colonialism was not only French colonialism was not only military but also
intellectual. By understanding heritage, they attempted to penetrate Algerian society to
tighten their control over it. The book "History of Jijel" by the military translator Charles

Féraud is a testament to this.

Due to the scarcity of research and studies that reveal the true goals and objectives
behind the French interest in Algerian heritage, we decided to study Charles Féraud's
book "History of Jijel" to uncover the real motives that led him to focus on the Jijel
region with this work. We aim to show that the interest of Orient lists in general in
heritage was not to revive or promote it but to achieve colonial goals for their countries.
Before delving into all of this, we must first address some theoretical concepts such as
defining heritage, mentioning its types and importance, and defining Oriental’s, its
motives, and its methods. We also did not forget to discuss the Jijel region and its

inhabitants.

We concluded this theoretical chapter by introducing the writer Charles Féraud, while
the practical chapter, titled "Manifestations of Heritage." highlights the main heritage
elements and materials that Féraud investigated in the Jijel region, ranging from tangible,

like the houses inhabited by the people of Jijel, to their clothing, their food, shrines,

61




Summary

religious retreats, and... as well as the immaterial aspects such as belief in saints,
guardians, magic, superstition, and folk singing. The conclusion of our research was the
results we reached, the most important of which is the emphasis on the importance of
heritage and its role in the continuity, existence, and identity of nations. Additionally,
the interest of the West in heritage is not out of good intentions but for colonial
purposes. While it appears to be an intellectual, artistic, or literary work, it conceals

within its lines colonial and settler objectives.
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