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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate how the phenomenon of quick profit promoted by
digital influencers affects professional representations among youth, at a time when digital
platforms—especially TikTok—have become influential spaces and parallel socialization
institutions that actively contribute to constructing social meanings related to profession,
work, and success. The research problem crystallized in the following central question: How
does the quick profit of digital influencers via the TikTok platform affect the professional
representations among students of the Faculty of Social and Human Sciences at El Tarf
University?

To answer this question, it was divided into the following sub-questions:

e How do students of the Faculty of Social and Human Sciences perceive the concept of
quick profit as presented in the content of influencers on TikTok?

e What new perceptions have formed among the students regarding the relationship
between education and success as a result of interacting with this digital discourse?

« Have the values of diligence and hard work declined among students in favor of the
trend culture and follower counts on TikTok?

o Do students feel frustrated because they do not expect to achieve success in the
context of the dominance of digital models of quick wealth?

To study the topic and cover all its dimensions, the descriptive approach was utilized,
alongside several data collection tools, primarily relying on the questionnaire as the main
research instrument to collect field data. A purposive sample of 53 students from the Faculty
of Social and Human Sciences at El Tarf University was selected to answer the questionnaire.

The study concluded that the quick profit of digital influencers via TikTok clearly
affects students’ professional representations by creating a dual perception of their
professional future, torn between a traditional stable job and fast, profitable digital work. It
also led to the widespread idea of integrating both paths, meaning combining studies or a job
with content creation. Consequently, the impact does not represent a complete change, but
rather a reshaping of professional perceptions toward diversity and the search for quick
alternatives for income and stability.

Keywords: Quick profit; digital influencers; social media platforms; TikTok;
professional representations.
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