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Abstract

This research examined and analyzed the legal and regulatory framework of
penitentiary establishments in Algeria, highlighting the philosophical and
legislative shift from a classical punitive doctrine based on retribution toward a
modern approach centered on the humanization of custodial sentences and social
defense. The study reviewed prison management mechanisms, their
environmental classifications (closed, semi-open, and open environments), and
the implementation of the individualization of sentences and rehabilitation
through training and labor programs. Furthermore, it underscored the
constitutional, judicial, and societal guarantees governing the oversight of prison
administration to prevent arbitrariness, while ensuring the alignment of the
national penal policy with international human rights conventions to reduce

recidivism rates.

Keywords: Penitentiary establishments, Humanization of punishment,
Individualization of sentences, Social rehabilitation, Judicial oversight, Algerian

penal policy.
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