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Summary of the Thesis

This study, entitled “The Cultural Economy of Folk Costumes: A Study of Clothing Symbols
and Their Trade,” examines the relationship between traditional clothing as a cultural heritage and
its economic role in contemporary society. Traditional dress is not merely a means of covering the
body; it is also a cultural symbol that reflects identity, belonging, and the social values of a
community.

The research focuses on the concepts of culture and cultural identity and explores their connection to
traditional clothing. It also discusses the impact of globalization and cultural commodification,
highlighting how cultural heritage can be transformed from a symbolic value into an economic
product that can be marketed and invested in. In addition, the study analyzes the role of media and
social networks in promoting traditional costumes and integrating them into modern cultural
industries.

In the applied section, the study presents several examples of Algerian traditional costumes, such as
the Kabyle dress, the Karakou of Algiers, the Tlemcen Chedda, the Oranian Blouse, the Qachabia,
and the Chaoui costume. It explains their cultural symbols and social meanings while emphasizing
their contribution to local economic development through traditional crafts and cultural tourism.
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The study concludes that traditional costumes are an essential element in preserving Algerian cultural
identity and represent an important economic resource that can support cultural and economic
development, provided that their authenticity is protected and preserved against the challenges of
globalization.



