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Abstract:

This research examines the shift in contemporary linguistic studies
from generative grammar to cognitive grammar, marking one of the
most prominent cognitive shifts witnessed by modern linguistics. It
seeks to uncover the theoretical and cognitive foundations underlying
both models, highlighting their points of convergence and divergence
in approaching linguistic phenomena and interpreting the relationship
between language and the mind.

The study begins with an analysis of Noam Chomsky’s generative
grammar, tracing its key theoretical pillars and core concepts—most
notably linguistic competence, deep structure, surface structure, and
transformation—while outlining its contribution to shifting linguistic
research from the external description of language to the study of the
innate mental linguistic faculty. Furthermore, it addresses cognitive
grammar as a modern linguistic approach that links language to
cognition and human experience. This is achieved by presenting its
key concepts, such as conceptual structures, conceptual metaphor, and
mental spaces, and demonstrating its role in reinstating meaning as a
central focus in linguistic analysis.

The study concludes that, despite their differing theoretical premises,
both generative and cognitive grammar share the goal of explaining
human linguistic capacity. However, while the former focuses on the
formal structure of language, the latter grounds its understanding of
linguistic phenomena in meaning, cognition, and human experience.
The study also underscores the importance of the cognitive approach
in broadening the horizons of linguistic research and integrating it
with contemporary cognitive sciences, thereby paving the way for new
Arabic studies that leverage this perspective to analyze the Arabic
language and elucidate its phenomena.

Keywords: Cognitive Linguistics, Cognitive Grammar, Generative
Grammar, Contemporary Linguistics, Cognition, Meaning, Language
and the Mind, Conceptual Structures, Mental Spaces, Noam Chomsky.

90







e gl s

dovdal Olg 2l
Ay S
el
dodde

gl gt L gt Ll Js¥Y fuadll

(s olis) S Js) ) Y

W 4
(:U\Q\ 5
bt .6

Adygred) dgdd ) 4y ) Jguol 1) Jode 1La

gl g Sl 8 gl pallas 1 WG

E5osh & 4

c@..l.\ 5

(phadll) ol jlg3t .6

Al SIS

(ENaad) ddundd) idn il w315 )1 4

ool 4.1

S8 a9y 5.1

.db\j})ﬁ:\w)# 6.1

(ol gealis) Lokalt WB1g 015

(@ SR G Akl Budgd) G jedr L6

Ak gt B g1 a1 yelas o1 g sl

A6 DL : gLl il

Al eggds f5ue: Y3

3B il Gle =5




e gl s

Agisleg Ll oL -6

bl gl CGL B -7

Mlindt JI2 g gaggde LB —8

AW gl g gl gl Blda: Lt

BB il el ol —4

@Jb:\!\ },;ZS\ -5
Al w6
.ol A (WG

gs‘))‘j’ &356 yﬁ.‘\ -3

.‘Lﬂ'}f.ﬁj c.ﬂ—a-’:'j\ -4

gl il & Y3

(xS pgghs N —4

‘éUf ?36'0" gl -5

Al i1 -6

Skl gl gl 9 3B all gl oy MY g ALt a gl Ll

-

S

exly pslakl

ek




