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This study aims to uncover university students’ representations of the phenomenon 

of hate speech on social media platforms, in light of the widespread use of these platforms 

and their increasing influence on various aspects of life. The study seeks to understand how 

university students perceive and conceptualize hate speech, what forms and content they 

attribute to it, the factors they believe contribute to its spread, as well as the consequences 

they associate with it. It also evaluates their level of legal awareness regarding this issue. 

Accordingly, the research problem is formulated in the following main question: 

 What are university students’ representations of hate speech on social media 

platforms? 

From this main question, the following sub-questions emerge: 

 How does hate speech contribute to inciting students to violence on social media 

platforms? 

 To what extent does hate speech contribute to social division among students 

through social media platforms? 

 What is the level of legal awareness among university students regarding hate 

speech on social media platforms? 

The study adopted methodological and procedural foundations, following a descriptive 

approach. To collect field data, observation and a questionnaire were used. The study 

sample was purposive, consisting of 30 second-year students in the Sociology of 

Communication program at Chadli Bendjedid University in El Tarf. 

The study concluded with a set of findings, including: 

 Hate speech contributes to students feeling socially isolated, excluded, and 

marginalized, and reduces cooperation among them. 

 Hate speech incites violence among students through conflicting opinions, calls for 

division, and the promotion of extremist ideas on social media platforms. 

 University students are legally aware of the dangers of hate speech on social media 

and recognize the importance of understanding the legal aspects in order to avoid 

engaging in it. 

     Keywords: Representations, university student, hate speech, social media platforms. 
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