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Summary of the Memoir: "The Narrator in Algerian Folk Tales
from the Perspective of Narrative Theory"

In the introduction to our modest research, we discussed folk
literature, its antiquity, its origins derived from the West, and the
differing opinions among researchers regarding a precise definition.
We also explored how it is connected to dance, singing, and melhoun
poetry, as well as the spiritual life of humans.

Researchers believe that folk literature appeared with primitive
humans, as referred to by anthropologists and ethnologists. We
highlighted the reasons why much of this literature has been lost,
primarily due to the absence of writing and documentation.

We also discussed the role of narrators, or what are known as
'keepers of folk heritage," and their role in preserving the memory of
peoples. We then moved on to the central issue of our study: the
role of the narrator, or rather the civilizational and cultural role played
by the narrator in the events of the story, especially since today's
wars are cultural wars, and the depiction of the narrator's presence in
Algerian folk tales.

The reasons for choosing this topic are several, the most significant
being that folk tales still require serious and exceptional readings,
especially when it comes to Algerian folk tales. Additionally, we have
a passion for everything produced by the ingenuity of the Algerian

folk narrator.



In our study, we relied on the descriptive method by describing the
phenomenon, tracing the emergence of the tale, analyzing, and
deconstructing the phenomenon of the narrator in folk stories. We
also used the historical method by tracking the conditions of the
narrator in folk tales, their fields, defining their types, and identifying
the most influential ones on popular memory. This method is suitable
for recalling past events.

To answer all these questions, we decided to present our research in
three chapters:

The first chapter includes two sections:

The first section covers the concept of the folk tale, which is a set of
well-ordered events presented to the audience through an artistic
tool that cannot be dispensed with, namely the narrator, who is the
pillar and foundation of the tale. These tales vary according to their
nature and realism in society, and they have characteristics that
distinguish them from other forms of expression.

The second section discusses the narrator from the perspective of
narrative theory between Gérard Genette and Roland Barthes, and
their classification of types of narrators, with the narrator being a
fundamental element in the narrative process.

The second chapter includes the role of the narrator in folk tales in
general and Algerian folk tales in particular, mentioning the places

where these tales are told and the most frequent narrators.



The third chapter is an applied section where we chose the tale of
"The Orphans' Cow" as a model, given its ethical, religious, and
educational dimensions that had a clear and profound impact on
society through the events narrated by the storytellers. It addresses a
human, social, and ethical issue, exposing the practices of the
stepmother, who is remembered unfavorably in Algerian popular
memory.

We concluded with a summary that encapsulates our previous
discussions, highlighting the significant and effective role of folk tales
in modifying individual behaviors, which have been used as a method
of psychological and social therapy, as seen in "One Thousand and
One Nights." We also emphasized the narrator's significant impact on
accurately conveying events and the development and continuity of
the tale over time.

During the preparation of this research, we faced several difficulties,
the most important being:

Time constraints.

The scarcity of printed references, leading us to rely mostly on
electronic versions.

The subject matter spans broad and diverse fields such as
anthropology, ethnology, sociology, psychology, some philosophy,
and literature, requiring extensive knowledge and boldness to delve

into the realm of folk tales.



