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Abstract:
The present study, entitled ‘Addiction to New Media (Facebook) and Its Impact
on Social Relationships’, aimed to examine the extent to which addiction to new

media—particularly Facebook—affects social relationships.

Recently, there has been growing interest in this topic due to the significant
effects and interactions between various communicative and social dimensions

and variables.

Given the scientific and practical importance of the subject, the following main
research question was posed:

How does addiction to new media affect social relationships?
And the following sub—questions were derived:

« Does addiction to new media (Facebook) contribute to the growth of

cooperative relationships?

« Does addiction to new media (Facebook) contribute to the growth of

conflictual relationships?

« Does addiction to new media (Facebook) contribute to the growth of

integrative relationships?

A set of concepts related to the independent and dependent variables were

defined.

Based on the above, the study was divided into two parts, each containing two
chapters. The theoretical part included the first chapter, which focused on the

study topic, and the second chapter, which dealt with the sociological treatment



of the subject. The fieldwork part included the methodological approach of the

study, in addition to data analysis and interpretation of the results.

The descriptive method, suitable for this study, was adopted, and a questionnaire

was used as a primary research tool.

The study was conducted at the Faculty of Social and Human Sciences at Chadli
Bendjedid University on a purposive sample of 35 students. The purposive
sampling was justified on methodological grounds, including its relevance to the
topic, time efficiency, and ease of use. Both quantitative and qualitative analysis

techniques were applied.

The study yielded important findings that address both the main question and

the sub—questions. Among the most significant results are the following:

« Yes, addiction to new media—particularly Facebook—has contributed to
the growth of cooperative relationships by creating a friendly atmosphere
of collaboration and increasing group activities. It also enhanced

individuals' knowledge.

« Yes, addiction to new media—particularly Facebook—has contributed to
the growth of conflictual relationships by causing problems and disputes
among individuals. It also led to social isolation and the spread of rumors

and misinformation.

« Yes, addiction to new media (Facebook) has contributed to the growth of
integrative relationships by fulfilling individuals’ social needs and enabling

them to share their interests and daily concerns.
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