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Abstract

This thesis examines and analyzes the manifestations of cultural heritage, both
material and immaterial, in the book "Travels in Arabia" by the Swiss explorer
John Lewis Burckhardt, it aims to highlight how this orientalist was able to
observe the details of social and cultural life in the Hijaz during the nineteenth
century, the study relies on a descriptive—analytical approach supported by
cultural criticism and anthropology to deconstruct the narrative structure of the
journey, the thesis concludes that Burckhardt provided an accurate and
objective ethnographic document of material heritage such as architecture,
clothing, and food, however, he showed limitations in documenting some
aspects of oral immaterial heritage, such as poetry and riddles, due to the
nature of his disguised identity, which confirms the importance of the book as a
historical and anthropological reference while recognizing the limits of the field

orientalist vision.
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