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Abstract:

Semanticists have been interested in semantic change since the
early 19th century, investigating its causes and forms. They
recognized that semantic evolution is the change in the meanings of
words, as words are linked to their meanings in a reciprocal
relationship. Semantic evolution occurs whenever this relationship
changes, and the study of semantic evolution is considered the central
focus of modern semantics. This study aims to identify the concept of
semantic change in the Doha Historical Dictionary, explain its causes,
and examine its forms, namely semantic generalization, semantic
specialization, semantic shift, semantic advancement, and semantic
decline.

It also aims to present some applied models. The study is
divided into two main chapters: the first includes theoretical issues
and 1s further divided into sections, the first of which is the need for a
historical dictionary in the Arabic language.The first section defines
the concept of a historical dictionary of the Arabic language and
explains its importance. The second section addresses the concept of
the Doha Historical Dictionary and its key features, as well as
introducing the Doha Historical Dictionary Foundation. The third
section examines the concept of semantic evolution, its causes, and its
forms. The second chapter, the applied chapter, presents case studies
of each aspect.

Keywords: Historical dictionary - Doha Historical Dictionary -
Semantic evolution - Semantic generalization..
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