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Crimes of sexual assault against children are among the most serious offenses affecting a
child's physical, psychological, and moral integrity, as they involve a violation of sexual
inviolability and the exploitation of the victim's vulnerability and inability to defend
themselves. The Algerian legislator has devoted considerable attention to these crimes by
criminalizing their various forms and imposing severe penalties on offenders. Among the most

prominent of these offenses are the crime of indecent assault and the crime of rape.

The crime of indecent assault consists of any act of a sexual nature committed against a
child that offends their modesty or violates their bodily integrity without reaching the level of
complete sexual intercourse. In contrast, the crime of rape consists of engaging in sexual
intercourse with the victim under the circumstances defined by law. It is considered one of the
most serious sexual offenses due to the gravity of the assault and its harmful consequences for
the child.

Like other criminal offenses, these two crimes are based on essential legal elements.
These include the legal element, represented by the legal provisions that criminalize the act and
prescribe the applicable penalty; the material element (actus reus), represented by the criminal
conduct committed by the offender and its resulting infringement upon the child's sexual
integrity; and the moral element (mens rea), represented by the criminal intent and the offender's

deliberate will to commit the prohibited act while being aware of its nature and illegality.
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