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Palestinian cultural heritage in the novel is considered an
essential element in shaping national identity and a tool for symbolic
resistance under the Zionist occupation. The study aims to explore the
ways in which popular, religious, and historical heritage are employed
within the novel "A Mask the Color of the Sky" by Bassem
Khandakji.

This latter heritage was the subject of our study, as we
addressed in the first chapter a set of concepts related to heritage, both
linguistically and technically, as well as the concept of cultural
heritage, in addition to its material and immaterial divisions, with a
focus on the most important narrative and linguistic characteristics
and the most important themes addressed in the Palestinian novel.

In the second chapter, we analyzed the novel "A Mask the Color of the
Sky" by Bassem Khandakji, extracting the most important themes
addressed in the novel, such as: the role of women in the resistance,
detention, the right of return, and the relationship between Arabs and
Jews, We then moved on to discuss how to employ heritage within the
novel, whether it be popular heritage such as traditional foods,
religious heritage such as Quranic symbols and Sufism, historical
heritage such as characters and events, or literary heritage. We also
summarized the novel "A Mask the Color of the Sky" by Bassem
Khandakji. The conclusion presented a set of findings and conclusions
that illustrate the importance of preserving Palestinian cultural
heritage and employing it in literary and educational settings to
strengthen national identity.

Keywords:Cultural heritage - Palestinian heritage - Palestinian
narrative - mask - sky - identity
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