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Abstract :

This research study aimed to examine the role of the field journalist in
documenting the war on Gaza through the experience of journalist Saleh Al-
Jaafarawi as a case study, covering the period from October 7, 2023, to October
12, 2025, the date of Al-Jaafarawi’s death.

The study sought to identify the tools and coverage strategies employed by Al-
Jaafarawi, assess the impact of his experience on public opinion, and document
the challenges and risks he faced.

This study adopted the descriptive research method and conducted a content
analysis of a purposive sample consisting of 100 posts published by Saleh Al-
Jaafarawi on the social media platforms Instagram and TikTok.

The main findings of the study were as follows:

First: Al-Jaafarawi relied primarily on short-form video content, smartphones,
and the Arabic language in the Palestinian dialect.

Second: His documentation focused on direct bombardment and destruction, as
well as on recording civilian casualties, particularly children.

Third: He carried out his reporting under direct bombardment and amid
frequent electricity and internet outages.

Fourth: His posts generated significant public engagement and had a notable
influence on public opinion.

The study concluded that Al-Jaafarawi succeeded in breaking through the media
blockade and conveying events on the ground despite the systematic targeting of
journalists in Gaza.

Keywords: Field Journalist, Documentation, Gaza War, Saleh Al-Jaafarawi.
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