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Summary:

The art of travel is considered as old as man, who has known it for a long time. Its
history began in the 19th century, and travel helped discover man’s homeland and the extent
of his spread throughout the earth. Despite the different motives for travel and the diversity of
materials and means of the trip, it largely depicts some features of a civilization or era,
whether the trip was actual or imaginary. Using the analytical anthropological approach, Al-
Muwailihi was able to reveal to us an aspect of life in Egypt and Paris in a specific period of
time.

His book is considered one of the foundational books of the Arabic novel, as he
addressed writers and the elite and presented to the public an approach that elevates the
human soul and raises the dignity of the individual, all of this within a wonderful artistic
framework and a musical language characterized by the humor of assonance and the sign of
composition together.

Through his journey, he describes the lived reality, which is the conditions of Egypt, the
morals of people in society, their dealings and evaluation, and the nature of their
relationships in the different social classes. He talks about the natures of people and the
shortcomings of morals and their defects, calling for them to be avoided. He criticizes
Egyptian society and the changes that occurred due to the reforms in the last period of the
empire. Ottomanism in the judicial system, the police, education, theater, and the issue of
authenticity and modernity in relation to the western city in France, and all of this is in a
fictional form through Issa bin Hisham wandering in a cemetery to meditate and confronting
an Ottoman pasha resurrected from the dead, then the conversation takes place between them
and takes him on a trip through Egypt and Paris.

His book is considered a distinctive work of Arabic prose and is divided into two parts.
The first is a conflict and comparison between Egypt’s past and its present and the conflict
between the classical genres and the emerging traditions of the modern Arab imagination.
The second section describes Western civilization and the extent of its influence on the Arabs.
It was later published in book form in 1907, where The narrator takes him to Paris to visit the
Universal Exhibition of 1900, where he criticizes European society, its modernity, and the
role of Western imperialism throughout the world. He discovers that it is the source of
affliction and is finally convinced that it is not all evil, but rather that we can benefit from it in
a way that serves the values of our Arab Muslim society



