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Summary:

The legislator aims to reintegrate and rehabilitate prisoners, seeking to prevent their return
to the world of crime. The reforms introduced by Algeria’s penal policy, particularly the Law
on the Organization of Prisons and the Social Reintegration of Prisoners, have gone in the
direction of establishing parole as one of the key mechanisms available to facilitate the
prisoner’s return to his or her community and family environment. Parole is considered an
alternative to imprisonment and a pathway to reintegration. The Algerian legislator has set
conditions for eligibility and distributed authority between the Sentence Enforcement Judge
and the Minister of Justice: the former decides on applications for parole, while the latter
decides on specific conditions and timeframes. The legislator also established committees
legally responsible for deciding on parole applications: the ‘“Sentence Enforcement
Committee” chaired by the Sentence Enforcement Judge, and the “Sentence Adaptation
Committee” chaired by the Minister of Justice, Keeper of the Seals. The study shows that the
reforms and amendments introduced to the parole system under Law No. 04-05 of February 6,
2005, have begun to show results in practice, as demonstrated by the statistics we have
obtained, which reveal a growing number of prisoners benefiting from this system day by day.
This constitutes a positive indicator of the effectiveness of the current parole system.

Keywords: prisoner reintegration — penal policy — parole — Sentence Enforcement
Judge — prisoner — Minister of Justice.
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