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Abstract:

The gathering is criminalized under the Algerian Penal Code
due to its threat to public order and state institutions, as well as
its potential to foster more severe crimes such as vandalism,
arson, or other acts of violence. These offenses often occur in
public roads and spaces, endangering the safety of individuals
and both public and private property.

Accordingly, the Algerian legislature has accorded significant
attention to the crime of gathering by dedicating a specific
chapter titled « Gathering » within the Penal Code. The law
prescribes varying penalties depending on the forms and
severity of the act, linking the punishment to the refusal of
assembly participants to disperse following orders issued by
competent authorities.

This study concludes that the gathering of individuals in public
spaces is a permissible act under the framework of public
freedoms enshrined in the Algerian Constitution, unless it poses
a threat to public security or is accompanied by violent acts, as
in the case of unlawful assembly. The research further
highlights that an assembly transforms into a criminal offense
the moment participants refuse to comply with official orders
to disband.
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Abstract:

The gathering is criminalized under the Algerian Penal Code due to its threat
to public order and state institutions, as well as its potential to foster more severe
crimes such as vandalism, arson, or other acts of violence. These offenses often
occur in public roads and spaces, endangering the safety of individuals and both
public and private property.



Accordingly, the Algerian legislature has accorded significant attention to
the crime of gathering by dedicating a specific chapter titled « Gathering » within
the Penal Code. The law prescribes varying penalties depending on the forms and
severity of the act, linking the punishment to the refusal of assembly participants
to disperse following orders issued by competent authorities.

This study concludes that the gathering of individuals in public spaces is a
permissible act under the framework of public freedoms enshrined in the Algerian
Constitution, unless it poses a threat to public security or is accompanied by
violent acts, as in the case of unlawful assembly. The research further highlights
that an assembly transforms into a criminal offense the moment participants refuse
to comply with official orders to disband.

Keywords: Crime of gathering, Threat to Public Order, Algerian Penal
Code, Public Freedom.
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