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Abstract

The phenomenon of child abduction is not recent; rather, it is one of the historically deep-
rooted crimes. Nevertheless, modern observations indicate a notable increase in its prevalence
rates and repercussions, giving it paramount importance on multiple levels. This escalation
has led to a rise in the number of registered cases and the accompanied severe assaults, which
may even amount to the loss of life.

This dangerous spread of the crime in Algeria has prompted the adoption of a set of legal and
institutional measures to curb this phenomenon. These include amending the Penal Code and
introducing a new Law No. 20-15 concerning the prevention and combating of kidnapping
crimes, alongside hardening the penalties associated with this crime. Additionally, the role of
security agencies has been activated, and specialized institutions for juveniles at risk have
been established under Law No. 15-12. Furthermore, civil society organizations and the media
play a complementary role in spreading awareness and raising the level of sensitization
regarding the gravity of this phenomenon.

Keywords: Child abduction crime, Preventive policy, punitive policy.



