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Abstract

In addressing the topic of the criminal liability of
witnesses in Algerian legislation, we examined the various
aspects of such liability from both substantive and procedural
perspectives.

On the substantive side, we explored the conceptual
framework of witness testimony in its traditional and
electronic forms, and how the Algerian legislator has
regulated electronic testimony through several laws in line
with technological advancements and the modernization of
the justice system. We also analyzed crimes related to
witness testimony—from their definitions to their legal



elements—distinguishing between crimes committed by the
witness and those committed against them, in addition to
presenting the national measures and safeguards for witness
protection.

On the procedural side, we discussed the legal provisions
governing this liability by explaining the obligations imposed
on witnesses during the different stages of public prosecution
(preliminary investigation, judicial investigation, and trial).
We also examined how judicial authorities respond to
violations of these obligations and the strict penalties
prescribed for each offense, while highlighting the cases in
which a witness may be exempted from criminal liability.

Keywords:

Witness testimony, electronic testimony, witness obligations,
witness criminal liability.




