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Research Abstract:

This study aims to explore the phenomenon of spelling errors among
third—cycle primary school students and to interpret their cognitive and
psychological underlying factors from a psycholinguistic perspective.
To achieve this objective, the study adopted a descriptive—analytical
approach. A questionnaire was utilized as the primary data collection
tool, targeting third-cycle teachers in their capacity as the main
observers and diagnosticians of classroom practices and students'

cognitive processes.

The findings revealed several core conclusions, most notably that
spelling errors in this developmental stage are closely linked to the
"'cognitive overload' imposed on students' working memory due to the
complexity of the prescribed morphological and syntactic structures,
which leads to a deficit in processing and retrieving linguistic data
during actual writing. The results also indicated clear deficiencies in
auditory discrimination mechanisms for phonetically similar sounds and
mental orthographic representation, further exacerbated by the
inevitable interference between the colloquial dialect and Modern
Standard Arabic. On the affective side, teachers' responses

demonstrated a growing awareness of the need to transcend
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traditional, rigid assessment methods to mitigate language anxiety and
writing phobia, advocating instead for modern remedial strategies such
as self-correction, visual color-coding of difficult letters, and

phonological awareness enhancement to alleviate the cognitive load

on the child's brain.

. Keywords: Spelling Errors; Psycholinguistics; Working Memory;

Third Cycle of Primary School; Teachers' Questionnaire.
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