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Children are classified among the most vulnerable and sensitive groups in
society due to the unique characteristics of their age and gender, which require a
high level of care and attention on both psychological and social levels. Perhaps the
most significant manifestation of this specificity from a legal standpoint is the
Algerian legislature’s establishment of a special law, namely Law 15-12 on child
protection, alongside other laws such as the Penal Code and the Code of Criminal
Procedure, which are considered complementary to it. Law 15-12 provides for
exceptional judicial procedures, starting from search, inquiry, and investigation
phase during which children benefit from legal guarantees that compensate for their
lack of legal capacity. Responsibility then transfers to the specialized juvenile
judiciary, where the child is tried in a closed session in the presence of their legal
guardian and defense counsel, whose representation is mandatory at all stages of
the proceedings. This law also provides significant protection for children during
the penal execution phase by replacing traditional penalties prescribed for adults
with rehabilitative measures suited to the child, aimed at their reform and
reintegration into society. Thus, all these procedural treatments embody the full
distinctiveness of the juvenile justice system.

Keywords: children, law 15-12 on child protection, search and inquiry and
investigation, specialized juvenile judicary, the penal execution Phase, traditional
penalities, rehabilitative measures



