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Study Abstract:

Digital memes are among the most prominent forms of content on the internet. They consist
of images, short video clips, or humorous texts that spread rapidly social media platforms and
are used to express ideas, attitudes, and phenomena in a simple, attractive, and quick manner.

Memes play an important and effective role in expressing social reality, as they reflect
societal issues and individuals’ opinions regarding various phenomena and events in a
humorous and sarcastic style. Accordingly, this study raises the central question:

What role do digital memes play in expressing social reality?
To answer this question, the following sub-questions were formulated:

e What is the impact of memes on shaping public opinion about different social
phenomena?

e How do memes contribute to shaping social issues digitally?

e What factors make memes an effective means of digital social communication?

This study aims to explore the role of memes as a means of expressing social reality by
applying it to a sample of young people in the province of El Tarf. The descriptive method
was adopted using a questionnaire as a research tool. A survey form was distributed to a
sample of 30 young participants of both genders.

Finally, we arrived at a set of key findings, the most important of which are:

e The study found that digital memes are an active communicative actor that
significantly contributes to shaping and directing public opinion among the youth of
El Tarf, due to their rapid spread and strong influence on users.

e The study also revealed that memes address social issues and perform an active
cognitive and critical function, reflected in their strong ability to capture the attention
of respondents and encourage them to think seriously and reflect on the issues in the
virtual space, thus going beyond mere humorous entertainment.

e The study concluded that memes have proven highly effective as a means of social
communication and have evolved into a communicative phenomenon and a language
in their own right that expresses social reality.
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