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Abstract

This dissertation explores the nature of administrative documents and
information within the Algerian legal system, as well as their importance in
administrative activity, transparency, and good governance. The study focuses on
Ordinance No. 21-09, which defines the conceptual framework of such documents
and their sources—especially classified ones—and regulates citizens' right to access
them, while considering exceptions related to state security and higher national
interests. The dissertation also examines the administrative protection mechanisms
established by this ordinance, including classification procedures, employee
obligations, and rules for preservation and circulation, in addition to criminal
protection mechanisms that penalize violations of the confidentiality and integrity of
these documents. The study concludes that the Algerian legislator has made
considerable efforts—particularly through Ordinance 21-09—to establish a
comprehensive protection system that balances the right to information with the need
to safeguard state secrets. However, the effectiveness of this system remains
dependent on the proper implementation of legal texts, resource availability, and
awareness-raising. The study also recommends the issuance of implementing
regulations, the reinforcement of oversight mechanisms, and the enhancement of

training programes.

Keywords: Legal Protection — Administrative Documents -

Administrative Information — Algerian Legislation



