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Abstract

This study examines the manifestations of tangible and intangible folk heritage in the novel
Wadi Al-Henna by the Algerian writer Jamila Talbaoui. It highlights the role of heritage in shaping
the narrative structure and cultural identity of the text. The research discusses the concept of folk
heritage and its importance in preserving collective memory. It explores the representation of
Saharan heritage through henna, traditional clothing, jewelry, architecture, and local cuisine. The
study also analyzes intangible heritage elements such as folk songs, customs, traditions, and social
rituals. A semiotic reading of the title, cover, and colors is provided to reveal their symbolic
meanings. Henna appears as a central symbol of femininity, identity, endurance, and
transformation. The novel presents a vivid image of Algerian Saharan society and its cultural
values. Heritage is portrayed as an active narrative component rather than a simple decorative
background. The study concludes that folk heritage enriches the novel aesthetically, culturally, and

symbolically while reinforcing cultural belonging and identity.



