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Abstract

This semiotic and critical study falls within the context of researching the
mechanisms of employing Algerian heritage within the contemporary novelistic
corpus. It seeks to investigate "The Presence of Folklore and Its Semantic
Dimensions in the Novel 'Matloua: Bread and Love''¢ while uncovering the
semantic and aesthetic dimensions in constructing the narrative text. The
significance of this topic stems from the status of folklore as a reservoir of
collective memory and a fundamental component of cultural identity¢ in addition
to its prominent presence in contemporary novelistic creativity.

To achieve the objectives of this study¢ a descriptive-analytical approach was
adopted¢ supported by the tools of semiotic deconstruction. The research is
structured into two main chapters:

The first chapter (Theoretical) addresses folklore in the novelistic discourse«
exploring its concept¢ forms of manifestation« and functions.
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The second chapter (Analytical/Practical) focuses on the aesthetic employment of
folklore (proverbs« songs« tales¢ customs« and rituals) and its semantic dimensions
in constructing the identity and belonging of the characters within the novel.

The study concludes that the novel "Matloua" is rich in folkloric elements that
have been artistically employed« contributing to the consolidation of the text's
cultural identity. This employment adds an aesthetic and semantic dimension that
renders folklore an essential element in shaping the narrative structure of the
novel.

Keywords: Folklore « Novelistic Discourse ¢ Matloua Novel «Semantic
Dimensions ¢« Cultural Identity.
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