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Summary :

The international legal system had long remained ineffective in holding
leaders accountable for the crimes they committed , Despite the development of
international criminal law , which initially focused on punishing individuals
especially leaders involved in crimes such as war crimes against humanity , and
genocide the application of such rules remained selective and rare , this was due
to the influence of political considerations diplomatic immunities , and the
difficulty in establishing international criminal responsibility for leaders within
the framework of international law .

However the post world war Il trials formed the real starting point in
prosecuting state leaders and senior officials as seen in the Nuremberg and
Tokyo tribunals which tried leaders of the Axis powers , these trials were the
first to establish the principle of individual criminal responsibility for leaders
regardless of their official capacity or the nature of the positions they held ,
Nevertheless the experience of the international criminal tribunals remained
limited and their impact diminished over time .

Later ad hoc international criminal tribunals were established in light of new
international violations such as the tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda , these tribunals sometimes issued controversial rulings and judgments
sparking extensive legal and political develop international judicial mechanisms,
this paved the way for the creation of permanent international criminal courts to
enhance international criminal justice culminating in the establishment of the
international criminal court in 1998 .

This shift represented a significant and qualitative development in the path of
international justice by establishing a permanent court with an independent
judicial structure and broad jurisdiction , it gave the international community a
strong tool to hold leaders accountable and deter them from committing crimes ,
However the effectiveness of this court remains subject to numerous legal and
political challenges especially with the wide scope of immunities enjoyed by
leaders and the difficulty of implementing its rulings permanently .
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