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Summary

The priestess is one of the most prominent historical and legendary
figures in North Africa. In this study, we explored her Amazigh origins,
the mystery surrounding her name and religion, and her place in both
history and collective memory. We discovered that there is significant
variation in historical accounts of her life, which opened the door for
myth and imagination to add a symbolic dimension to her character—
especially regarding her courage, wisdom, and prophecies.

Through the study of the novel Zaman Al-Qalb (Time of the Heart)
by the writer Mohamed Al-Ali Arar, which centers around an Algerian
doctor torn between his emotions and national duty during the French
colonial period, we see the legendary figure of the priestess emerge to
support him in his resistance. The novel intertwines time periods,
narrative techniques, literary imagination, and symbolism of resistance
and identity by reviving historical memory in the face of colonialism,
giving the character a symbolic, reflective, and historical depth.
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